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RECREATION CENTERS OF SUN CITY, INC. 
Golf Advisory Committee 

January 19, 2023 
 
Chair Kat Fimmel called the meeting to order at 8:30am in the Lakeview Social Hall #2.  
 
Present:  Chair Kat Fimmel; Co-Chair Steve Collins; Committee Members Rich Lybolt; Andre 
Casabonne (SCMGA President); Mary Ann Rispoli (Willowbrook); Cristi Dorsch (Willowcreek); Johnny 
Portillo (North); Jody Ault (North); Linda Sears (Riverview); Harry Emerson (Willowcreek); Sue 
Madden (SCWGA 9-hole ); Bonnie Harvey (Lakes West);  Dennis Meeter (Quail); Mike Lust (South); 
Michael Wermers (North); Rosie Oblinger (Riverview) 
 
RCSC Staff:  General Manager Bill Cook; Director of Golf Brian Duthu; Pro shop Manager Chris Linam 
 
Guests: Cardholders Dan Anderson, Lisa Braegelmann, Becky Webster, Darla Akins, Bob Vickney 
 
Prior Meeting Summary:  The Meeting Summary for December 8, 2022 was approved as presented.  
 
Election of 2023 Secretary:  Rich Lybolt was elected Secretary for 2023. 
 
Brian Duthu, Director of Golf Report:   
 
Pro Shops 
 

For the year ending December 31, we played 353,257 rounds of those 189,496 were played by Annual 
No Fee (Resident) and Annual Surcharge passholders.  Remaining rounds were played by Cardholder 
Daily (60,333), Cardholder Guest (35,715), RCSC Staff (9,539), Non-Resident passholder (15,065) and 
Public (43,109). 

On February 9, Lakes East/Lakes West will be hosting the annual Teal Ribbon Tournament.  The event 
is open to ladies and men and no handicap is required.  It is a 9-hole event with a 9:30 shotgun start and 
lunch follows play at Sundial.  The proceeds benefit the University of Arizona Cancer Center for 
Ovarian Cancer research.  The entry fee is $30.00 per person, entry forms may be picked up and turned 
in to any pro shop. 

Snack Shops 
 

Snack shops are now closing at 5:00pm on a consistent basis and will continue to do so until business 
begins slowing in April.   
 

Golf Courses 
 

The preliminary aerification/overseed schedule is included in this report.  We will continue our practice 
of a single, more aggressive aerification.  In addition to regular aerification events we will be solid tine 
aerifying more frequently.  Solid tines do not impact the green surface to the extent of hollow tines and 
do not require course closures.  Fairway verticutting begins at the end of April and in two-day blocks.   
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As the South and Lakes East courses were not overseeded, the courses will not need to close for the 
verticutting event.  Though it does not eliminate transition related issues, verticutting does open the 
grass canopy by thinning out the rye grass, allowing the bermuda base to recover from dormancy 
quicker.  We ask representatives of Golf Advisory to review the schedule with course committees to 
resolve any conflicts ahead of time.  This year the North and Lakes East courses will forgo overseeding 
of fairways. 

In addition to the normal agronomic events, the North course front 9 will close as part of fairway 
verticutting on April 17 and will remain closed through the overseeding process, reopening October 14.  
The front 9 will be closed on April 17 to begin prepping the fairways for Tif Tuf Turf installation in 
June.  To prepare the fairways, the current common bermuda base will be chemically removed in three 
stages to provide the greatest chance of removal, these applications will be approximately 30 days apart.  
Once chemically removed there will be some mechanical preparation, the Tif Tuf will be installed 
through a process called hydro-sprigging.  Hydro-sprigging uses cut stolons and rhizomes in slurry of 
fertilizer and binding agents and is applied using a large hose, similar to a fire hose.  The remaining time 
of the closure will be used to allow the new Tif Tuf base to establish.  The North course was chosen to 
not overseed to protect the newly established turf from the rigors of the overseed process. 

 
2023 AERIFICATION/VERTICUTTING DATES 

Golf Course will be Closed 
 

Fairway Verticutting 
 
Mon   April 17, 18  North (Front Nine Closes through Overseeding) 
Mon-Tue        April 24, 25  Quail 
Thu-Fri  April 27, 28         South 
Mon-Tue  May 1, 2  Lakes East 
Thu-Fri  May 4, 5  Riverview 
Mon-Tue  May 8, 9             Willowcreek 
 
Fairways Aerification  
 
Thu        May 15   North (Back 9) 
Mon        May 18   Quail 
Thu-Fri  May 22, 23  South 
Mon-Tue  May 25, 26  Lakes East 
Thu-Fri  June 1, 2            Lakes West 
Mon-Tue  June 5, 6             Riverview 
Thu-Fri      June 8, 9                 Willowcreek 
Mon-Tue        June 12, 13  Willowbrook 
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Greens Aerification 
 
Thu, Fri             June 15, 16  North (Back 9) 
Mon, Tue           June 19, 20          Quail 
Wed, Thu, Fri   June 21-23              South 
Wed, Thu, Fri   July 5-7  Lakes East 
Mon, Tue, Wed July 10-12          Lakes West 
Mon, Tue, Wed July 17-19             Riverview 
Mon, Tue           July 24-26  Willowcreek 
Mon, Tue, Wed July 31-Aug 2            Willowbrook 
          

2023 OVERSEED SCHEDULE  
Golf Course will be Closed 

 
Course Overseed Opens Off Cart Path 

Lakes West Sept 25 Oct 14 Nov 3 
Quail Run Sept 25 Oct 14 Nov 3 

Willowbrook Sept 25 Oct 14 Nov 3 
North Sept 25 Oct 14 Limited 

Restrictions 
Lakes East Oct 16 Nov 4 Limited 

Restrictions 
Riverview Oct 16 Nov 4 Nov 24 

Willowcreek Oct 16 Nov 4 Nov 24 
South Oct 16 Nov 4 Nov 24 

                  As of 1-17-2023 
∗ North and Lakes East non overseeded fairways, cart restrictions limited only to around tees 

and green complexes 
∗ If temperatures are too high for Sept 25 start first wave will be pushed back one week, 

resulting in one week overlap of course closures 
 

Chris Linam, Pro Shop Manager Report:   
 
Pro Shops 

Pro Shop & Range Sales were up in December so thank you all for supporting RCSC.  

With all the cold weather and rain on our courses it’s so important to please follow the 90* rule in your 
carts.  We ask that you all please help spread the word about filling divots in fairways and fixing yours 
and other ball marks on the greens. We really appreciate your help. 

Just a reminder for the New Club Presidents in charge for 2023, please be sure to bring in your pairings 
for the next week’s event at least 6 days in advance to the starter so we get them in before the Lottery 
Draw 5 days in advance. 
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We are in full swing with the Get Golf Ready classes, and they will run through April. Class is $130.00 so 
if you or anyone you know would like to attend a class please contact Chris Linam at 
clinam@suncityaz.org or call 623-876-8419. The Get Golf Ready class is without a doubt the best value 
for your dollar.  

If any group has their 2023 league schedule set and have not got them to us yet please be sure to send it to 
me Via Email at clinam@suncityaz.org or in person so we can get it on the calendar.  Also don’t forget to 
go to the Clubs Office to book your rooms for your awards banquets and lunches etc. 
 
General Discussion:  
  

SCMGA Report:  President Andre Cassabonne reported that the closure of Norths front nine would 
cause changes for scheduling SCMGA play days and that options are still being reviewed.  Discussion 
was had on the use of the lottery for tee times and the inequities given small groups.  No firm decision 
was made on this topic, and it remains open for further discussion. 
 
SCWGA Report:  
 

• Ladies 9-hole: President Sue Madden informed the committee that the Pink Ribbon Tournament 
just held was a huge success.  The Invitational Tournament is upcoming, and the group is working 
hard preparing for the year ahead.  She also noted that the combo tees are still not set up correctly 
and they are working with course superintendents to correct this issue.  
 

• Ladies 18-hole:  President Rosie Oblinger reported that they have several upcoming tournaments 
so please watch for sign up sheets.   Discussion was had on allowing walkers at the tournaments as 
players have requested that walking be allowed. 

 
Old Business:  In response to last months request to be better informed and a part of the budget decisions 
for golf,  RCSC General Manager Bill Cook gave a presentation on the Golf Reserve analysis which 
provided insight into how and why decisions are made.    
 
Discussion was had on bunkers and bunker maintenance at length.  General Manager Bill Cook asked that 
the committee refer to the golf reserve analysis covering bunkers and their maintenance.   
 
Chair Fimmel asked the committee what they wanted to do about the tee time lottery.  After lengthy 
discussion it was suggested by Director of Golf Brian Duthu that a trial be made by having all golf courses 
under straight sheet for the month of March.   This suggestion was well received by the committee and they  
look forward to the results of this trial. The recommendation will be held open until the meeting in April.   
 
New Business: None 
 

mailto:clinam@suncityaz.org
mailto:clinam@suncityaz.org
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Comments:  The 90-degree rule explained by Pro Shop Manager Chris Linam.  If in the course of play a 
ball is hit closer to the player than the cart path and back,  proceed to the ball and hit again, if not return to 
the cart path and drive to the ball from the cart path. 
   
Course Reports:  
 
North: Great shape but traps need renovation and lips on them are too high. 
 
South: Great shape and very wet in process of drying out. 
   
Quail: Excellent shape 
 
Lakes East: Painted playing ok but combo tees need clarity on how to set up. 
 
Lakes West:     Playing well 
 
Riverview: Course is playing ok, there are ruts and divots. Players need to use the cart path more and 

rake bunkers correctly. 
 
Willowcreek:  Good shape 
 
Willowbrook:  Great shape 
 
Adjournment:  The Meeting was adjourned at 9:48am. 
 
Next Meeting:  February 16, 2023 at 8:30am – Lakeview Center Social Hall #2 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rich Lybolt, Secretary 
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